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Stafford Agriculture Advisory Commission 

Meeting April 11, 2018 

6:30 p.m. Stafford Senior Center 

3 Buckley Hwy, Stafford Springs, CT 

Members Present: 

Karl Milikowski (Chairman Pro Tem) 

Myron Avery 

Deb Szemreylo 

Ken Crary 

Tracie Canestrari 

Savanannah Rummel Student Representative 

Bruce Dobson, Alternate (active for meeting) 

Steven Clark (active for meeting) 

Absent: 

David Mordasky 

Don Bradway 

Also present: David Perkins ZEO for Stafford 

The meeting was called to order at 6:31 by Karl Milikowski 

First order of business was to appoint a temporary Chairman Pro Tem 

Ken Crary made a motion to appoint Karl Milikowski to Chair the meeting in David Mordasky's absence 

and in the absence of the Vice Chairman Don Bradway. 

The motion was seconded by Bruce Dobson 

Opening Pledge of Allegiance 

It was noted that there would be no video of tonight's meeting as the cameraman was not available 

Corrections for the March 14th meeting 

Ken Crary made a motion to approve the March 14th meeting minutes 



Myron Avery seconded it but it was not carried (passed) because we did not have a copy available to 

read over. Motion was tabled 

No new Correspondence 

Karl announced that SAC events will include having members joining the Stafford Community Farmers 

Market once a month starting on June 23. The new location of the market is on Main Street. We will 

have maps of Stafford's local farms and Agricultural commodities, as well as the Advisory Commissions 

newly created vehicle decal for hand out to the public. Tracie Canestrarie will have a sign-up list for the 

commissioners to volunteer their time at the next meeting. 

Karl called on Deb Szemreylo to speak on this month's agricultural highlight which is poultry, highlighting 

chickens. Deb explained why chickens have different color eggs, the shelf life of eggs and how long it 

takes a chic to hatch. She spoke about the breeds that are winter hardy even at below zero weather in 

Stafford. Also noted that in Europe they do not refrigerate eggs as they leave the blooms on them (a 

protective covering) when unwashed. The bloom is a coating that seals the egg shell pores, prevents 
bacteria from getting inside the shell, and reduces moisture loss from the egg - all designed to make 
the egg last longer. 

Carl announced next month he will highlight plants, herbs, vegetables, and annuals. Also, he will speak 

on planting and growing them. 

Karl brought up the fact that some commissioners have expiring commissions in May. These include 

himself/ Myron Avery and Savannah Rummel. This will be up to the new Selectman Mary Mitta if terms 

will be extended if the commissioners are interested in staying on. 

Carl called on Amber Wakley the Grant and Marketing Specialist for the Town of Stafford. She handed 

out the newly created Farm and Agricultural commodities map. Its first printing is almost complete but 

missing the (Legend or the Key with the Icons) She said a mission statement will be added in the first 

column above the vegetables. Also, numbers would be included to look similar to the Town of Suffield's 

guide to fresh produce, products and agritourism. Bruce Dobson would like a deadline in two weeks. 

Anyone that would like to be added to the map please contact Amberw@staffordct.org Heather also 

brought up that at the next meeting of the Rotary Club they will be setting a date for the Farm Day 

Event. It was noted the Rotary meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at Sun Valley Beach Club from 6-8 

pm and we are all welcome to attend. They will be discussing a business plan for donations. 

Myron Avery is looking into having the town change or at least recognize Farmland as Farmland and not 

just list farms as residential. David Perkins ZEO will be inviting Myron to attend and be on the agenda for 

an upcoming Zoning meeting. Myron can then bring up his concern up about differentiating farms from 

residential. Dave Perkins explained that in Suffield, for example they have 10-acre farmland zones. 

Open discussion 

John Wilson mentioned that if you have farmland In the PA 490 you cannot sell or sub divide any part of 

it for 10 years or you will be penalized. Myron said also you must have a certain amount of cleared 

tillable land to qualify and Mark Fonacello stated you need 25 acres of continuous acres offorestry to 

also qualify. Anyone that has a PA 490 status 60% open 40% wooded the State already knows your soil 

type for growing. Kim Milikowski stated she thinks our new regulations already address the right to 
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farm. David Perkins said the town does not have to sign "The Right to Farm" and That the state law 

allows and protects farming noise and odors and that farms are not a nuisance. 

Motion to close the meeting at 7:59 by Steven Clark and seconded by Myron Avery. 

\Respecti~e.,Iy SRmitted, ~. / 
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